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Opportunity knocks
along the Waterfront

A £200m project to revamp a huge slice of
Huddersfield is in the spotlight.

And for a leading Huddersfield busi-
nessman, the scheme could represent the
very futre of the town.

Plans for The Waterfront Quarter — an
ambitious project to provide offices, flats
and leisure facilities — went on show at
Huddersfield Town Hall.

And the developers, Ramsden and
. Colne Developments. hope that 1t will get
the backing of the public.

David Armitage, one of the men driving
forward the hugely ambitious scheme,
believes it is a great opportunity for the
town.

And he has every reason to hope it will
succeed, having spent his life working on
behalf of the town.

The businessman and philanthropist has
-talked of his hopes for the project.

“I've spent all my life in the Hudd-
ersfield area — 26 years in Birchencliffe, 11
at Beaumont Park and the last 25 in
Rastrick.

“My maternal grandmother, Madeline
Florence Ulrich, whose husband was
killed in the First World War, brought up
three young daughters (one of whom died
at the age of eight) in Thernton Lodge and
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M VISION: Businessman David

Armitage says development could help
secure future of Huddersfield

Lindley and my father John Sykes Armit-
age learned his trade as a butcher at
H sfield Co-op and then had his own

business in Lindley.
*Huddersfield has provided my roots
and 1 have lived through the town centre
over the years — some beneficial,

at opportunity to

also ran a newspaper and stationery busi-
i in the Old Market Hall o thew ChADEES OF
“My grandfather Arthur wasa farmer {n ’gﬁm’h“‘*’“ 2

focused on regeneration,

' “The Waterfront Quarter can be a cata-
lyst and provide us with a wonderful
opportunity to open up the ‘south side’ of
Huddersfield.

“Look at the map and see the location.

“Huddersfield is superbly placed to take
maximum advantage of the M62 corridor
with its proximity to Leeds, Manchester
and Sheffield.

“There are great road and rail links and
two major airports not that far away.”

Said Mr Armitage: “The Chapel Hill site
on the River Colne and Huddersfield
Marrow Canal is where the Colne Valley
and Holme Valley meet.

“It means there are possibilities to
regenerate out to Milnsbridge and to the
Meltham and Berry Brow areas.

“I assume that comments will be made
about financial gain and large amounts of
money being made by Sellers Group, who
occupy the site, but a considerable pro-
portion of this will be invested in a new
engineering factory more suited to our
current needs and future requirements

“Manufacturing is tough — ask anyone
in the industry — and furthermore we have
a final salary pension scheme which
through no fault of our own is in deficit
and needs to be adduriswsfﬁ 1o protect our

We neﬁ a “vision' for this area, not

o the
wondertul mill buildings suchas Folly Hall
Mills.

“SHut we must also look forward and
ensure we can compete with our neigh-
hours from urban living to commercial
office accommodation, &

“Traffic will be a problem, but then it 18
anyway and until we get a better public
transport system nothing will change.

“It’s no different in Leeds or even Brig-
house!

“We need to attract business to Hudd-
ersfield whose employees may live out of
towr.

“The rents should be more attractive,

“We also need our two local MPs Barry
Sheerman and Kali Mountford to ‘beat
the drum” and work to toward bringing
government departments and civil ser--
vants to relocate in Huddersfield, as an
alternative to the Sheffield, Bradford,
Rotherham and Barnsleys of this world.

“S0 what have we to lose? The oppor-
tunity is there, the master plan may be long
term but we have to move forward for the
benefit of future generations,

“A vision? Yes, let’s go for it.”




